
$5 extra at the door, so register online!  http://alumweb.mit.edu/groups/amita

LEGAL ISSUES FOR START-UPS
FEBRUARY 10, 2014  •  6:30 - 9:00 PM  •  MIT, ROOM E51-315 CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

MIT Students:  
Free for first 20 to register, then $5 

MIT Alumni, Faculty Or Staff: $10

Guests: $15

Panel discussion by accomplished women attorneys about strategies for addressing legal 
issues typically faced by start-ups, preceded by a networking reception.

Distinguished Panelists:
Deborah Birnbach  B.A. ‘86 Wellesley College, J.D. ’92 Columbia Law School, is a partner in Goodwin Procter’s Litigation Group, 
concentration in the areas of securities litigation, including class action defense; SEC, regulatory and internal investigations; 
M&A-related litigation; stockholder disputes; fiduciary duty claims; founder and partnership disputes; and private equity litigation 
surrounding private financings. She also represents clients in unfair competition disputes and privacy and data security litigation. 
In addition to engaging in active litigation for clients, Ms. Birnbach also counsels clients and their boards in managing and 
avoiding litigation risk, including through arbitration, mediation and other alternative dispute resolution methods.

Deborah M. Vernon B.S. ’95 Trinity College, Ph.D. Brown University ’01, J.D. ’05 Suffolk University Law School (magna cum laude), 
is a partner in McCarter & English’s Intellectual Property/Information Technology Group. Ms. Vernon assists clients in obtaining 
and enforcing intellectual property rights in both the U.S. and abroad. She has particular experience with drafting, prosecuting and 
maintaining patents in the chemical and mechanical technical fields. Deborah has successfully represented clients in patent 
appeals, patent reissues and re-examination proceedings before the United States Patent and Trademark Office. She also has 
experience with defending and challenging patents in opposition proceedings in Europe. In addition, Ms. Vernon advises and 
prepares for clients patentability, infringement, validity, and freedom-to-operate opinions. Ms. Vernon also conducts intellectual 
property due diligence for corporate financing transactions and drafts technology and intellectual property licenses and product 
development agreements.

Phi Lan M. Tinsley B.A. ’93 Mount Holyoke College, J.D. ’02 Northeastern University School of Law, is Of Counsel at K&L Gates.
Ms. Tinsley’s practice focuses on counseling and litigation in the field of intellectual property rights including domestic and 
international trademark, trade dress, copyright, unfair competition, false advertising and internet related matters. She advises 
clients on trademark prosecution, clearance and enforcement in the United States and world wide; trademark litigation; domain
name dispute resolution, strategic brand adoption and IP matters associated with social media, bankruptcy, venture capital 
financing and other corporate transactions. Ms. Tinsley works mainly with clients in textile/ clothing, food, pharmaceutical, 
biotechnology, publishing, software, telecommunication, marketing and research, and entertainment industries.

Moderator
Breck Hancock, Moderator B.A. ’01 The University of Texas at Austin, J.D. ‘05 Columbia Law School, is a partner in Goodwin 
Procter’s Business Law Department and a member of the Technology Companies and Private Equity transactional groups. Her 
practice focuses primarily on representing private equity and venture capital clients and their portfolio companies. Ms. Hancock 
is a contributor to the Founders Workbench, an online resource for start-ups, emerging companies and the entrepreneurial 
community. Ms. Hancock has experience advising clients on structuring and completing investments and managing portfolio 
companies across a range of industries, including Internet and technology companies, defense contractors, software companies, 
financial service companies, and distributors and manufacturers of consumer products. Ms. Hancock represents entrepreneurs, 
investors and issuers in a range of domestic and cross-border corporate and financing matters, including leveraged buyouts, 
acquisitions and divestitures, private company and venture capital transactions, direct secondary and private company liquidity 
programs as well as joint ventures and general corporate and securities law matters.


